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there might be in this newly opcned-up territory, Vespucci
hastily published two pamphlets, which gave full and very
flattering details about the economic possibilities of the New
World.

Here at last was something concrete, which the average citizen
could understand, and this time the public took due notice.
What his contemporaries could not know was that Vespucci
had never taken part in that expedition of the year 1497 which
he so eloquently described in his prospectus. According to the
most reliable information now at hand, this was so, and we have
gradually come to regard him as a clever fraud with a fine flair
for words. But in spite of all this the continent bears his name,
and not that of the man who found it. And outside a few
patriotic Italian societies nobody cares.

I am giving these few rather flagrant examples of how geo-
graphical information (correct or otherwise) will sometimes get
about to show you how much still remains to be done within
this field. To make matters worse, once the Spaniards had ap-
peared upon the scene, everything had to be referred back to
the authorities in Seville, and they were notoriously lax in their
business methods. It was quite possible for a report upon some
very important subject, such as the discovery of the Torres
Strait, to be filed away in a, pigeon-hole to remain forgotten for
almost three entire centuries. But such negligence was part of
the Spanish tradition. Had not the Azores arid Madeira and the
Cape Verde Islands been known for more than five centuries,
and yet been so completely forgotten that they might never have
existed at all? Indeed, they had, except that during the period
which intervened between their discovery and their rediscovery
there must have been many a sailor who vaguely remembered
tow his own grandfather, or a friend of a friend of his grand-
father, had known a man who had known a man who had actu-
ally set foot on one of these bits of land, 'way out towards the
west. Some of their neighbours would merely shrug their shoul-
der* and call them liars bchiad their backs, but others would